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Incidents in the life of John Lowe Butler and his wife
Caroline Farogine Skeen, My Great Grandp:z=rents.

1. Vhen my great grandmother Caroline F. Skeen got married to John
¢ Lowe Butler, her father Jessie Skeen was so pleased that he gave them two

-w slaves. But when they joined the Church, he wss so angry in the disgrace

i% to his family)thai he threatened to kill shi son-in-law. Uy grect
é;égrandfather4§g§ "Well I have a gun and I c¢an shoot tco." So in order
:tjto rrevent trouble his Uncle John Lowe, boroweg Jessie Skeen's gun and
ggégreat grandfather Butler's gun too.

2« Durmng the troublesome times &t Nauvoo, great grandfaﬁher was one
of the Prorphet's bodynégggiand most of the care of the family was left
to great grondmother Caroline. One day a mob of men with blackened
faces came hunting for great grandfazther. After & fruitless search,
they demanded that great grandmother give them some suprer. She ddn't
heve much to cook so they mwde her kill a mutton and cook some of it
for them. When they sat down to eat, one of them demended & fried egg.
Grect (randmother Curoline broke it into the frying pan and was going
tc cook it, when he said, "Bring it to me, that is done encugh." As she
did so she reccgnized him as her brother, and said, "Oh! Alex. Why
would you bring trouble to your sister like this." e said "I've come
to take you awsy from this damned outfit." She told ﬁﬁéﬂ?that she wezs
better off than he was and she didn't want any of his help.

Great grandmother Caroline suffered many herdships and privations.
They had to move around & good deal and most of the csre of the family
was left to her. While they were in ﬁauvoo, everyone of the women were
taxed to give so meny pennies to help build the Temple. The women in
those hard *imes raised $2000 that paid for all the nails and glass
in the Termple. She was very thrifity and recourseful ard being unable
to give any money; at one time, she found a large buffalo bull, that
had died. She had her boy stop the wagon and.they got a large sack
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for the worlkmen on the Temple. Like the widows mite, she did her =Sathle
bit to help cerry on. Many times she was able to get this hair from
vhere the buffolos hic¢ fought and rilled each other. This she made into

cuilts, pillows, Dbeds, socks, etc., to help provide for her family.
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Once when she was ill in Nauvoo with maleria, she wanted the Projhet
to come and administer to her, but he was too busy as there were{ﬁgny
who were sick, so he sent his handkerchief to put over her face and so
great was her faith that she was made well. Great grandfather John Lowe
Butler was & blacksmith and the authorities asked him to stay and help fix
ur the outfis for others before they st .rted west, after the martordom of
the Proihet,

For Behold He Shall Hold Them in the Hollow of His Hand

Vhie they were living on theiﬁfarm in the outskirts of Nauvoo,
great grandmother Tﬁﬁgl%ft'alone with the children. They had &n old mother
pig with a lot ofihice rigs. VWhen they were pretty good sized, one by one
every one of the pigs but the mother was stolen. So she told her oldest
boy, Taylor, that they better kill the old pig tc make sure of a little
méat for her family of six children. So with the help of her twelve year
old boy, she killed and dressed this large pig.

About this time, it was electbn dey znd & mob of men were preventing
the Saints from Vothg, so grezt grandfather grabbed agﬁiéﬁg%”£$%m LEZZQQ
fence and cleared the way to the polls so the people could vote., That
afternoon the r?ophet asked him where his family was and he told f.éﬁ: out
on the fearm, %ﬁﬁprophet advised him to move them immediately as they
wouldn't be safe, after what he had done. So that evening they loaded
gll they could tzke of their earthly belongings on to the running gearscgﬁ%yb
LU%%% a few boards over them, together with their®children and left their pé.

farm and home and waving wheat fields. Before they had passed over the
Hh ol
foothills out of sight of their home, they saw,®t go up in flames.
Cure for Worms:

The Provhet told great grandmother to give a child with worms, all the
hard honey he could eat, on an empty stomsch, then follow it up vith all
the new milk he could drink, followed by a dose of casteroil, Q.aure Cen,

Grezt grandmother was on the frontier so much, many & time she walked
b miles £o milk ﬁ%& cows and get milk for her family. She weas a woman of

she told them if they would

great faithe One time when she was very sick,

take her to the river and baptize her, she would get well, ﬁn old squaw

thought they were going to drown her., ©She gave her an herb that cured her,
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The Story of Grandmother Squaw,

After the Prophet was killed and the saints were moving west, great
grandfather left wih his family in Emmits Co. They did not follow the old
trail, but they went farther north, toﬁ%gg’a new crossing across the river.
After helping to fix others wagcns they were rather late in sterting West.
And wanter overtook them when they were in the hea;lé&ﬂb%ﬁ§%%§4 an country.
They stopred in a little valley and there was a little patch of timber bve-
tween them and an Indan village. The men began to cut logs and they would
bind a bunchof logs together and drag them into camp. The children had
great fun riding on the logs. One day a little Indian boy was very badly
hurt, &s the logs began to roll, not being bound tight enough. So the
Indian Chief told them if the Indian boy died, they would take one of the
white children to pay for it.

Great Grandmother Caroline‘zgﬁ very sick and they were afraid she was

going to die. Thﬁir food supplies had run out and they had had nothing but

meat to eat, wi hou even any salt. One day as s§ ay very sick in her
&Kﬂfh!?ﬁ{.ﬁ"fﬁg#F //}g?:@lt]‘_ %qgrkvyr‘,«r A o 2 uzynr? fg}la CC;E-L-

' tént, with the other women tryhg to help her, the old Indian ceptain cime

iﬁt3"¥ﬁgmgght and asked for the little tow headed girl (my grandmother)

vho was about 12 or 14 years old. When she came in he took her by the hand
and led her away to his babin. Great grandmother thought that the little
Indian boy had died and that he had taken her own little girl as a ransom.

But she was too weak and sick to protest.
& L{,MW
The old captain took grandmother Keziah Yane BUthrAtO his cabin and-

to0ld her thzt her mother was very ill and that she would die if she didn'g
e ?.zns&/‘/! C’Z"Z(ﬂ ‘?/(E(’?/

get something besides meat to eat. He gave her a —~of frour ‘or meal and
on top of that he put a bowl of coffee and on top of that & smaller bowl or

sugar. He told her tc carry them on her head, till she got home and for her

t0 make one biscult a day for her mother. He to0ld her to be sure and keep

it all for her mother and that it would save her life.

What joy filled the little camp when little Keziah came trudging home

with her precious load. —E%rﬁ}he instructions vere followed and the dear

mother returned to health and strength. They never forgot to give thanks

to their Heavenly Father for all these blessings.
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They built rude log cabins and were thankful for protection from the
winters cold and for kindly Indien friends, for conditions might have been
worse. Grest grandfather wes @ppointed as a hunter for the camp, as meat
was thelr only food supyly. Time and again vhen the kill wes sent home,
Inmit left great grandfeathers omn little brood without any share.

During the water an old scuaw came to see great grandmother and told
her she had just lost her only child. She wanted to know i&'great g€randmothe
had & mother and she told her no. So she asked her to let her be a mother
to her. All wiiter long she kppt the little feet of the children covered
witi Indaﬁamdccasins. They celled her Grancémother's S.usw.

When sprmg began to come and the sap began to raise in the trees, the
little camp beg' n to make plans to continue their journey. They were in a
suger marle sectbn and they used to tap the trees and catch all the syrup
they could to eat. Night after nght great grandmothef sat up boiling,
becilihg, boiling the precousﬁggiﬁ into sugar to feed her little flock.

By her hard labor she filled a small trunkful of maple sugar to use on

the journey to the great Salt Lake. One dey Emmit demanded that she divide
her sugsr with the cump and she refused to do so. S0 he asked her husband
if he cold make his wife mind hi, Ie said, "If you can, make her divide

her sgar." Great grandfather said "Well on that point. Caroline can ,justMU
suit herself." The rest of them could have had some if they had worked, du

Grandmother Sqguaw told CGrest CGrandmother not to leave before she told
her goodbye, but the call came to break camp and she did not get to see
grandmother squaw. They traveled about ten miles that day and after they
had gone to bed, great grandmother heard a moaning noise. She listened
and it seemed to be coming closer and closer. Finally here came the
faithful old squaw to tell them goodbye. She sat up all night by the low
burning fire and finished a beautiful pair of beaded moccesins for great
grandmother. In the morning she gave her a present of a deers pouch or
stomach filled and pounded, dried, deer meat, and a little bowl of
coffee. She told her that just a few spoonsful of this meat would make
a kettle of soup that would save their lives. The old sdquaw moarned their

going away. She had been to them a real true friend in need and they



e -

alwiys cherrished the memory of grendmother Souuw. Just o few years ugo
Aunt Zllen Re. DBryner did the Temple work for grandmother syuaw, Inown as

Il

guch to the John Lowe Buttler Family,

Feith Proweoting Incident

When John Love Dutler was ¢ lled on & mission to the indisns, he wes .
not fixe¢ very well finenelally, Wwut vo great was his faith that he wceepted
the ¢:11, /~fter his wigsion was completedy he and his conjenion hud te
pass through o hoeatile Indian ecuntry. They had veen three days without
cny food, so whien they come to « fork in the road, they lnelt down and
prayed for guldence to know which road to tale. They vere insyplred to take
the left hand road, but they were disccuraged, after treveling a long ways
into & lorge berven wegte of country. There wasnt & sign of any one living
8 far a8 they cokd see, Dut suddenly they care to & stresy of .aver

illed wih trout. The fish were s¢ thiek that they could catch
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ther with their hends, sc their prayer for foed and yrotecthén wes anﬁweredxk

While he was away his wife, who wes in delicete hewlth, and ciildren d.w

i)

lived cn wild honey and cmb ciples, for nine weeks.

Crevt grandfother was gone & long time on his mission nd vhen he re-
turned ke v 8 lousy from living with the Indicns. Seo hls wife hod to get
vhole set of clean clothes for hime The Indiens told her te put his clothes
on an art hill and the ants would eat the liece und knits, The clo hes were

Just vhite with Inits but the ants c¢lesned them up,

s

vondr cthier Ceroline wes very reccoursefdl snd they nearly slways had
sonetiing to ect, even when cthers weni hungry. She used to yudth the hard
corn nd ruund it, then put new milk over it for them to sat. then she
haod flour, she would muke hey bread the doy befure they ate it, 50 as not
te howe het brest @ll the time, ‘hile traveling, Then too, ¢cld bread

losted longer.

The So.p dtoxy
TPo suy: 1y her Frmily with soup to wash with, she as usual was ever
recdy to meet every emergency. She used to gether whut fat she could from.
dead cnimcls along the way, the m rrow from the hones cte, snd cook it with

cater thot she had soaked cottonwood csheh ine. She used to keep a barrell
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